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The following is the draft shorthand reply of Pepys, who was then the Secretary to the Admiralty:
Oct. 17:1689. Young Man.
Mr. Harman coming to me this day to take his leave of me, I gave him this in answer to that which he brought me from you of the 27th of the last and serves only to tell you that if good words would have controlled [?] me you would never have had occasion to have writ to me as you therein do. Therefore don't think that that will now do anything with me. For your sister's sake and in hopes of your being of the same righteous disposure of mind with her, you know I entertained cherished and encouraged you and was at no contemptible charge in doing it. And this out of a pure desire of doing you some good and enabling you to do yourself more. This I did while you were at the same time using all the way [ ?] you could to frustrate both mine and your poor sister's hopes [and] cares concerning you. What the event of it to you will be I shall not now add anything to what I have heretofore said to you by way of prophecy about it. This only I shall tell you that you are not to flatter yourself with any further expectation from me the condition I am now in not furnishing me with opportunity of being anyway further useful to you, did you deserve it. And as to the seeing me till I have more assurance and from yourself that you behave yourself worthy of it by a steady sobriety and industry of life and the effect of it in your being able to return the past kindnesses of your friends to you by yours to those of your relations who may want it rather than by the misspending of what you may have levied up from their former favours to you be drawn (without success) to come to them for more. This I say to you as one that still for your own sake wish you well though at the same time I but own to you that till your Actions convince me of the contrary I shall despair of my wish.
Your very loving friend
These for Mr. P. Skinner                                               S. P.
at Portsmouth.
In the Pepys "Correspondence" (vol. ii., p. 223) there is a letter, dated from "The Expedition, Nov. 12, 1689, from this Skinner to Pepys, giving an account of an accident to his Majesty's ship " St. David," by which fifty lives were lost: from the date and terms of which it would appear that Skinner was reinstated in his position.
The following letter was written by Pepys's godson, Samuel St. Michel, and was enclosed by his father, Balthazar St. Michel (brother-in-law of the diarist), in a letter to Pepys. The father informs Pepys that he had received the letter from the youth